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Table POP1 Child population: Number of children under age 18 in the United States by age,

selected years 1950-2000 and projected 2001-20

Estimates Projected

Number (in millions)
Agegroup 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2010 2020

All children  47.3 64.5 69.8 63.7 64.2 68.5 69.1 69.6 69.9 70.2 70.4 72.1 77.2
Age group

Ages 0-5 19.1 243 20.9 19.6 22.5 23.6 233 23.1 22.9 22.8 22.8 24.0 26.3
Ages 6-11 15.3 21.8 24.6 20.8 21.6 226  23.0 234 23.8 24.0 241 234 25.6
Ages 12-17 12.9 18.4 243 233 20.1 224 227 231 23.2 234 23.5 24.6 25.2

NOTE: All population figures for the year 2000 shown here are estimates based on the 1990 Census; they do not reflect Census 2000 counts.
SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Reports, Estimates of the population of the United States by single years of age, color,
and sex: 1900 to 1959 (Series P-25, No. 311); Estimates of the population of the United States, by age, sex, and race: April 1, 1960, to July
1, 1973 (Series P-25, No. 519); Preliminary estimates of the population of the United States by age, sex, and race: 1970 to 1981 (Series P-
25, No. 917); Methodology and assumptions for the population projections of the Uniled States: 1999 to 2100 (Population Division Working Paper
No. 38); and unpublished vintage 1999 estimates tables for 1980-2000 that are available on the Census Bureau website.

Table POP2 Children as a proportion of the population: Persons in selected age groups as a

percentage of the total U.S. population, and children under age 18 as a percentage
of the dependent population, selected years 1950-2000 and projected 200120

Estimates Projected

Agegroup 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2010 2020

Percentage of total population

Ages 0-17 31 36 34 28 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 24 24
Ages 18-64 61 55 56 61 62 61 61 61 61 62 62 63 60
Ages 65+ 8 9 10 11 13 13 13 13 13 13 13 13 17
Total, all ages 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

Children under age 18 as a percentage of the dependent population®

Ages 0-17 79 79 78 71 67 67 67 67 67 67 67 64 59

2The dependent population includes all persons ages 17 and under, and 65 and over.

NOTE: All population figures for the year 2000 shown here are based on the 1990 Census; they do not reflect Census 2000 counts.
SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Reports, Estimates of the population of the United States by single years of age, color,
and sex: 1900 to 1959 (Series P-25, No. 311); Estimates of the population of the United States, by age, sex, and race: April 1, 1960, to July
1, 1973 (Series P-25, No. 519); Preliminary estimates of the population of the United States by age, sex, and race: 1970 to 1981 (Series P-
25, No. 917); Methodology and assumptions for the population projections of the United States: 1999 to 2100 (Population Division Working Paper
No. 38); and unpublished vintage 1999 estimates tables for 2000 that are available on the Census Bureau website.
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Table POP3 Racial and ethnic composition: Percentage of U.S. children under age 18 by race

and Hispanic origin, selected years 1980-2000 and projected 2001-20

Estimates Projected
Race and Hispanic 1980 1985 1990 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2010 2020
origin
White, non-Hispanic 74 72 69 67 66 66 65 65 64 59 55
Black, non-Hispanic 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 14 14
Hispanic® 9 10 12 14 14 15 15 16 16 21 23
Asian/Pacific Islander? 2 3 3 4 4 4 4 4 4 5 6
1

American Indian/
Alaska NativeP

2 Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
b Excludes persons in this race group who are of Hispanic origin.

NOTE: All population figures for the year 2000 shown here are estimates based on the 1990 Census; they do not reflect Census 2000 counts.
SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Reports, Estimates of the population of the United States by single years of age, color,
and sex: 1900 to 1959 (Series P-25, No. 311); Estimates of the population of the United States, by age, sex, and race: April 1, 1960, to July
1, 1973 (Series P-25, No. 519); Preliminary estimates of the population of the United States by age, sex, and race: 1970 to 1981 (Series P-
25, No. 917); Methodology and assumptions for the population projections of the United States: 1999 to 2100 (Population Division Working Paper
No. 38); and unpublished vintage 1999 tables for 1980-2000 that are available on the Census Bureau website.
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Table POP4 Difficulty speaking English: Children ages 5 to 17 who speak a language other

than English at home, and who are reported to have difficulty speaking English®
by race, Hispanic origin, and region, selected years 1979-99

Characteristic 1979 1989 1992 1995b 1999b

Children who speak another language at home

Number (in millions) 3.8 5.3 6.4 6.7 8.8
Percentage 8.5 12.6 14.2 14.1 16.7
Race and Hispanic origin
White, non-Hispanic 3.2 3.5 3.7 3.6 3.9
Black, non-Hispanic 1.3 2.4 4.2 3.0 4.5
Hispanic® 75.1 71.2 76.6 73.9 70.9
Other, non-Hispanic? 44.1 53.4 58.3 45.5 51.0
Region®
Northeast 10.5 13.5 16.2 15.1 17.7
Midwest 3.7 4.9 5.6 59 7.5
South 6.8 10.7 11.1 1.7 14.3
West 17.0 24.2 27.2 26.4 28.8

Children who speak another language at home and have difficulty speaking English

Number (in millions) 1.3 1.9 2.2 2.4 2.6
Percentage 2.8 4.4 4.9 5.1 5.0
Race and Hispanic origin
White, non-Hispanic 0.5 0.8 0.6 0.7 1.0
Black, non-Hispanic 0.3 0.5 1.3 0.9 1.0
Hispanic® 28.7 27.4 29.9 31.0 234
Other, non-Hispanicd 19.8 20.4 21.0 141 1.7
Region®
Northeast 2.9 4.8 53 5.0 4.4
Midwest 1.1 1.3 1.6 2.3 2.0
South 2.2 3.8 3.5 3.4 3.6
West 6.5 8.8 10.4 1.4 10.5

4 Respondents were asked if the children in the household spoke a language other than English at home and how well they could speak
English. Categories used for reporting were “Very well,” “Well,” “Not well,” and “Not at all.” All those reported to speak English less than
“Very well” were considered to have difficulty speaking English based on an evaluation of the English-speaking ability of a sample of the

children in the 1980s.

P Numbers in 1995 and after may reflect changes in the Current Population Survey because of newly instituted computer-assisted
interviewing techniques and/or because of the change in the population controls to the 1990 Census-based estimates, with adjustments.

€ Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
9 Most in this category are Asians/Pacific Islanders, but American Indian/Alaska Native children also are included.

€ Regions: Northeast includes Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
and Vermont. Midwest includes Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South
Dakota, and Wisconsin. South includes Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana,
Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia. West includes Alaska,
Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming.

NOTE: All nonresponses to the language questions are excluded from the tabulations, except in 1999. In 1999, imputations were
instituted for non-response on the language items.

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau, October (1992, 1995 and 1999) and November (1979 and 1989) Current Population Surveys. Tabulated
by the National Center for Education Statistics.
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Table POP5.A Family structure and children’s living arrangements: Percentage of children under

age 18 by presence of parents in household, race, and Hispanic origin, selected
years 1980-2000

Race, Hispanic origin,

and family type 1980 1985 1990 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
Total

Two parents® 77 74 73 69 68 68 68 68 69
Mother only? 18 21 22 23 24 24 23 23 22
Father only? 2 2 3 4 4 4 4 4 4
No parent 4 3 3 4 4 4 4 4 4

White, non-Hispanic

Two parents® - - 81 78 77 77 76 77 77
Mother only? - - 15 16 16 17 16 16 16
Father only? - - 3 3 4 4 5 4 4
No parent - - 2 3 3 3 3 3 3
Black

Two parents® 42 39 38 33 33 35 36 35 38
Mother only? 44 51 51 52 53 52 51 52 49
Father only? 2 3 4 4 4 5 4 4 4
No parent 12 7 8 11 9 8 9 10 9
Hispanic®

Two parents® 75 68 67 63 62 64 64 63 65
Mother only? 20 27 27 28 29 27 27 27 25
Father only? 2 2 3 4 4 4 4 5 4
No parent 3 3 3 4 5 5 5 5 5

— = not available

2 Excludes families where parents are not living as a married couple.

b Because of data limitations, includes some families where both parents are present in the household, but living as unmarried partners.
€ Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.

NOTE: Family structure refers to the presence of biological, adoptive, and stepparents in the child’s household. Thus, a child with a
biological mother and stepfather living in the household is said to have two parents.

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau, Marital status and living arrangements, Current Population Reports, annual reports. (Beginning in 1995,
detailed tables are available on the Census Bureau website at http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/ms-la.html.)
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Table POP5.B Family structure and children’s living arrangements: Percentage of children under

age 18 living in various family arrangements by race and Hispanic origin, 1996

Total White, Black, Other, Hispanic
Characteristic non-Hispanic non-Hispanic non-Hispanic
Total children ages O to 17
Number (in thousands) 71,494 46,657 11,033 3,377 10,428
Living with two parents 70.9 79.0 36.9 78.8 68.2
Two bio./adopt. married 62.4 70.1 29.9 72.7 58.7
Two bio./adopt. cohab. 1.8 1.4 1.8 1.5 4.2
Bio./adopt. parent and step. married 6.4 7.3 4.9 4.6 4.8
Bio./adopt. parent and step. cohab.® 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.4
Living with a single parent 254 18.5 549 18.0 27.5
Single mother 20.6 13.4 50.2 14.6 23.4
Single mother with partner 2.1 2.0 2.3 1.6 2.2
Single father 2.1 2.4 1.7 1.3 1.3
Single father with partner 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.4
Single stepparent 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.1
Single stepparent with partner - - - - -
Living with no parents 3.7 2.5 8.2 3.2 4.3
Grandparent 1.8 1.1 5.1 1.7 1.4
Other relatives only - no grandparent 0.8 0.4 1.6 0.9 1.3
Nonrelative only - not foster parent(s) 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.1 0.3
Other relatives and nonrelatives 0.3 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.3
Foster parent(s) 0.4 0.3 0.7 0.1 0.7
Own household or partner of householder 0.1 0.1 0.1 - 0.2
Children ages O to 4
Number (in thousands) 19,960 12,759 3,073 871 3,257
Living with two parents 74.3 84.3 35.5 81.7 70.0
Two bio./adopt. married 68.4 79.0 30.3 76.6 60.5
Two bio./adopt. cohab. 4.1 3.4 3.5 4.4 7.3
Bio./adopt. parent and step. married 1.8 1.7 1.8 0.8 2.1
Bio./adopt. parent and step. cohab.® 0.1 0.1 - - 0.1
Living with a single parent 23.0 14.1 58.1 17.6 26.4
Single mother 20.1 11.3 55.7 14.8 22.3
Single mother with partner 1.5 1.4 1.1 1.0 2.4
Single father 0.9 1.0 0.8 1.0 0.6
Single father with partner 0.3 0.2 0.3 - 0.8
Single stepparent 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.7 0.2
Single stepparent with partner - - - - -
Living with no parents 2.6 1.6 6.4 0.6 3.6
Grandparent 1.5 0.9 4.5 0.6 1.4
Other relatives only - no grandparent 0.4 0.3 0.8 - 0.5
Nonrelative only - not foster parent(s) 0.2 0.3 0.2 - 0.2
Other relatives and nonrelatives 0.1 0.1 0.1 - 0.4
Foster parent(s) 0.4 0.1 0.8 - 1.1

Own household or partner of householder - - - _ _

America’s Children: Key National Indicators of Well-Being, 2001



Table POP5.B (cont.)

Characteristic

Children ages 5 to 14
Number (in thousands)

Living with two parents

Two bio./adopt. married

Two bio./adopt. cohab.

Bio./adopt. parent and step. married

Bio./adopt. parent and step. cohab.®
Living with a single parent

Single mother

Single mother with partner

Single father

Single father with partner

Single stepparent

Single stepparent with partner
Living with no parents

Grandparent

Other relatives only - no grandparent
Nonrelative only - not foster parent(s)

Other relatives and nonrelatives
Foster parent(s)

Own household or partner of householder

Children ages 15to 17
Number (in thousands)

Living with two parents

Two bio./adopt. married

Two bio./adopt. cohab.

Bio./adopt. parent and step. married

Bio./adopt. parent and step. cohab.®
Living with a single parent

Single mother

Single mother with partner

Single father

Single father with partner

Single stepparent

Single stepparent with partner
Living with no parents

Grandparent

Other relatives only - no grandparent
Nonrelative only - not foster parent(s)

Other relatives and nonrelatives
Foster parent(s)

Own household or partner of householder

- represents Zero

Total

39,906

70.5
61.7
1.2
7.3
0.3
25.9
20.6
2.4
2.4
04
0.2
3.6
1.8
0.7
0.3
0.3
0.5

11,628

66.3
54.5
04
11.2
0.2
27.7
21.6
2.1
3.2
0.6
0.2

6.0
2.0
1.5
0.9
04
04
0.6

White,

non-Hispanic

26,089

77.9
68.6
0.7
8.3
0.2
19.7
14.0
2.3
2.8
0.4
0.2
24
1.1
0.3
0.3
0.3
0.4

7,809

73.9
60.7
0.2
12.7
0.2
21.6
15.1
2.0
3.6
0.7
0.2

4.5
1.3
0.9
1.0
0.3
0.5
0.5

Black,

non-Hispanic

6,141

37.4
29.9
14
5.5
0.5
53.8
48.1
2.8
2.1
0.4
0.4

8.9
55
1.8
0.4
0.3
0.8

1,818

37.9
29.3
0.2
8.1
0.3
53.0
47.9
24
2.0
0.2
0.3
0.2
9.2
4.8
2.3
1.0
0.4
0.3
04

Other,

non-Hispanic

1,938

78.8
73.0
0.6
5.1
0.2
17.9
14.8
1.9
0.9
0.3
0.1

3.3
2.0
1.0

0.2
0.1

569

74.0
654

8.6

19.3
13.9
1.6
3.2
04
04

6.9
2.5
2.1
04
1.6
04

Hispanic

5,738

69.7
60.2
3.1
57
0.6
27.0
23.1
2.2
1.4
0.2
0.1

3.3
1.2
1.2
0.2
0.1
0.6

1,433

58.3
48.7
1.6
7.5
0.5
32.1
27.1
1.9
2.5
0.5
0.3

9.7
2.2
3.8
0.6
0.9
0.5
1.8

4 Includes families where divorce and subsequent cohabitation occurred or families where long-term partners are regarded as

stepparents.

NOTE: Two bio./adopt. married represents children living with two biological or adoptive married parents. Two bio./adopt. cohab.
represents children living with two biological or adoptive cohabiting parents. Bio./adopt. parent and step. married represents children
living with one biological or adoptive parent and one stepparent who are married. Bio./adopt. parent and step. cohab. represents
children living with one biological or adoptive parent and one stepparent who are cohabitating.

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation.
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Table POP6.A Births to unmarried women: Birth rates for unmarried women by age of mother,

selected years 1980-99

(Live births to unmarried women per 1,000 in specific age group)

Age of mother 1980 1985 1990 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
Total ages 15-44 294 32.8 43.8 45.1 44.8 44.0 44.3 44.4
Age group

Ages 15-17 20.6 224 29.6 30.5 29.0 28.2 27.0 25.5
Ages 18-19 39.0 45.9 60.7 67.6 65.9 65.2 64.5 63.3
Ages 20-24 40.9 46.5 65.1 70.3 70.7 71.0 723 72.9
Ages 25-29 34.0 39.9 56.0 56.1 56.8 56.2 58.4 60.2
Ages 30-34 21.1 25.2 37.6 39.6 41.1 39.0 39.1 39.3
Ages 35-39 9.7 11.6 17.3 19.5 20.1 19.0 19.0 19.3
Ages 40-44 2.6 2.5 3.6 4.7 4.8 4.6 4.6 4.6

NOTE: Nonmarital birth rates for 1989-93 are somewhat understated because births to unmarried women were substantially
underreported in Michigan and Texas; data since 1994 have been reported on a complete basis. Thus, the overall increase in nonmarital
birth rates between 1980 and 1994 is accurately recorded here. However, the rates for 1989-93, if computed on the basis of complete
data, would have been higher than the rates shown here, and the peak years for the rates would have occurred in the early 1990s rather
than in 1994. Ventura, S.J., Bachrach, C.A. (2000). Nonmarital childbearing in the United States, 1940-99. National Vital Statistics Reports
48 (16). Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics.

SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics, National Vital Statistics System. Ventura,
S.J., Martin, J.A., Curtin, S.C., Menacker, F., and Hamilton, B.E. (2001). Births: Final data for 1999. National Vital Statistics Reports, 49 (1).
Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics. Ventura, S.J., Bachrach, C.A. (2000). Nonmarital childbearing in the United States,
1940-99. National Vital Statistics Reports 48 (16). Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics.

Table POP6.B Births to unmarried women: Percentage of all births that are to unmarried women

by age of mother, selected years 1980-99

Age of mother 1980 1985 1990 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
All ages 18.4 220 28.0 322 32.4 32.4 32.8 33.0
Age group

Under age 15 88.7 91.8 91.6 93.5 93.8 957 96.6 96.5
Ages 15-17 61.5 70.9 77.7 83.7 84.4 86.7 87.5 87.7
Ages 18-19 39.8 50.7 613 69.8 70.8 72.5 73.6 74.0
Ages 20-24 19.3 263 36.9 44.7 45.6 46.6 47.7 48.5
Ages 25-29 9.0 12.7 18.0 21.5 220 220 22.5 22.9
Ages 30-34 7.4 9.7 133 14.7 14.8 14.1 14.0 14.0
Ages 35-39 94 11.2 13.9 15.7 15.7 14.6 14.4 14.4
Ages 40 and older 12.1 14.0 17.0 18.1 18.4 17.1 16.7 16.5

SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics, National Vital Statistics System. Ventura, S.J.
(1995). Births to unmarried mothers: United States, 1980-92. Vital and Health Statistics, Series 21 (53). Hyattsville, MD: National Center for
Health Statistics. Ventura, S.J., Martin, J.A., Curtin, S.C., Menacker, F., and Hamilton, B.E. (2001). Births: Final data for 1999. National
Vital Statistics Reports, 49 (1). Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics. Ventura, S.J., Bachrach, C.A. (2000). Nonmarital
Childbearing in the United States, 1940-99. National Vital Statistics Reports 48 (16). Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics.
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Table POP7 Child care: Percentage of children by type of care arrangement for children from

birth through third grade by child and family characteristics, 1995 and 1999

Type of nonparental care arrangement

Care in a home®

Parental care Total in Center-based
Characteristic only nonparental care®? By a relative By a nonrelative  program®
1995 1999 1995 1999 1995 1999 1995 1999 1995 1999
Total 49 46 51 54 20 22 15 14 23 27
Age/grade in school
Ages 0-2 51 49 50 51 23 24 19 17 12 16
Ages 3-6, not yet 26 23 74 77 19 23 17 16 55 60
in kindergarten
Kindergarten 56 52 44 48 18 20 14 13 16 22
1st-3rd grade 62 57 38 43 18 21 10 9 13 18
Race and Hispanic origin
White, non-Hispanic 49 48 51 53 17 19 17 16 24 28
Black, non-Hispanic 40 34 60 66 31 33 10 11 27 35
Hispclnicd 58 52 42 48 23 24 10 11 13 19
Other 49 43 51 57 22 29 11 11 25 28
Poverty status
Below poverty 56 50 44 50 23 27 9 10 18 22
At or above poverty 46 45 54 55 19 21 17 15 25 29

Mother’s highest level of education®

Less than high school graduate 67 59 33 41 18 21 6 9 13 16

High school graduate/GED 51 49 49 51 22 27 13 11 19 23

Vocational/technical 44 43 56 57 22 23 17 16 25 29
or some college

College graduate 40 43 60 57 14 15 22 17 34 35

Mother’s employment status®

35 hours or more per week 22 22 78 78 32 33 25 22 33 37
Less than 35 hours per week 42 45 58 55 25 25 19 17 24 26
Looking for work 64 62 36 38 15 19 4 5 20 21
Not in the labor force 76 75 24 25 7 7 4 4 15 17

4 Relative and nonrelative care can take place in either the child’s own home or another home.

P Some children participate in more than one type of nonparental care arrangement. Thus, details do not sum to the total percentage of
children in nonparental care.

¢ Center-based programs include day care centers, prekindergartens, nursery schools, Head Start programs, and other early childhood
education programs.

d persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.

€ Children without a mother in the home are excluded from estimates of mother’s highest level of education and mother’s employment
status.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, National Household Education Survey.
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Table POP8 Children’s environments: Percentage of children under age 18 living in areas

that do not meet at least one of the Primary National Ambient Air Quality
Standards, 1990-98

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

One or more standards 28.0 31.9 20.9 24.3 23.6 30.9 19.9 21.9 23.2
Pollutant

Ozone 22.6 25.1 16.9 21.0 19.0 27.7 16.4 18.5 20.7
Carbon monoxide 9.5 8.5 6.2 5.1 6.6 5.0 57 3.8 4.3
Particulate matter 8.0 6.3 9.6 2.7 2.3 10.0 1.5 2.4 2.0
Lead 2.2 6.0 1.8 2.1 1.7 1.8 1.6 14 1.6
Nitrogen dioxide 3.7 3.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Sulfur dioxide 0.5 2.1 0.1 0.5 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1

NOTE: Percentages are based on the number of children living in counties not meeting a national ambient air quality standard, divided
by the total population.

For more information on the emissions standards that are used in calculating these percentages, please see the following report: Office
of Air Quality Planning and Standards. (2000). National air quality and emissions trends report, 1998. Research Triangle Park, NC: U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.

The standards can also be found at http://www.epa.gov/oar/aqtrnd98/chapter2.pdf.

SOURCE: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Air and Radiation, Aerometric Information Retrieval System.
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Table ECON1.A Child poverty: Percentage of related children® under age 18 living below selected

poverty levels by age, family structure, race, and Hispanic origin, selected years
1980-99

Characteristic 1980 1985 1990 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

Under 100 percent of poverty

Children in all families

Related children 18 20 20 20 20 19 18 16
White, non-Hispanic - - 12 11 10 11 10 9
Black 42 43 44 42 40 37 36 33
HispanicP 33 40 38 39 40 36 34 30
Related children under age 6 20 23 23 24 23 22 21 18
Related children ages 6-17 17 19 18 18 18 18 17 16
Children in married-couple families
Related children - - 10 10 10 10 9 8
White, non-Hispanic - - 7 6 5 5 5
Black - - 18 13 14 13 12 11
Hispanic® - - 27 28 29 26 23 2
Related children under age 6 - - 12 11 12 11 10 9
Related children ages 6-17 - - 10 9 9 9 9 8
Children in female-householder families, no husband present
Related children 51 54 53 50 49 49 46 42
White, non-Hispanic - - 40 34 35 37 33 29
Black 65 67 65 62 58 55 55 52
Hispanic? 65 72 68 66 67 63 60 52
Related children under age 6 65 66 66 62 59 59 55 50
Related children ages 6-17 46 48 47 45 45 45 42 38
All children® 18 21 21 21 21 20 19 17

Under 50 percent of poverty

Children in all families

Related children 7 8 8 8 8 8 8 6
White, non-Hispanic - - 4 3 4 4 4 3
Black 17 22 22 20 20 20 17 15
Hispanic® - - 14 16 14 16 13 1

Under 150 percent of poverty

Children in all families

Related children 29 32 31 32 31 30 29 28
White, non-Hispanic - - 21 19 19 19 18 17
Black 57 59 57 56 56 51 52 48
Hispanic® - - 55 59 57 56 52 49

— = not available.

4 Related children include biological children, adopted children, and stepchildren of the householder and all other children in the
household related to the householder (or reference person) by blood, adoption, or marriage (except the householder or spouse).

b persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
¢ Includes children not related to the householder.

NOTE: Estimates refer to children who are related to the householder and who are under age 18. The poverty level is based on money
income and does not include noncash benefits, such as food stamps. Poverty thresholds reflect family size and composition and are
adjusted each year using the annual average Consumer Price Index (CPI) level. The average poverty threshold for a family of four was
$17,029 in 1999. The levels shown here are derived from the ratio of the family’s income to the family’s poverty threshold. For more
detail, see U.S. Census Bureau, Series P-60, No. 210.

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau, March Current Population Survey, Current Population Reports, Consumer income, Series P-60, various years.

Appendix A: Detailed Tables



Table ECON1.B Income distribution: Percentage of related children under age 18 by family

income relative to the poverty line, selected years 1980-99

Poverty level 1980 1985 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

Extreme poverty 6.6 8.1 8.3 9.3 9.9 9.6 9.4 7.9 8.4 8.5 7.6 6.4

Below poverty, 113 120 116 118 11.7 124 119 122 114 108 107 100
but above extreme poverty

Low income 240 228 218 222 220 222 220 225 227 214 212 217

Medium income 414 377 370 357 349 334 337 345 340 344 335 330

High income 168 194 213 210 215 223 231 228 235 250 270 290
Very high income 4.3 6.1 7.4 7.0 7.3 8.4 9.1 8.9 92 101 112 124

NOTE: Estimates refer to children who are related to the householder and who are under age 18. The income classes are derived from the
ratio of the family’s income to the family’s poverty threshold. Extreme poverty is less than 50 percent of the poverty threshold (i.e., $8,515 for
a family of four in 1999). Poverty is between 50 and 99 percent of the poverty threshold (i.e., between $8,515 and $17,028 for a family of four
in 1999). Low income is between 100 and 199 percent of the poverty threshold (i.e., between $17,029 and $34,057 for a family of four in
1999). Medium income is between 200 and 399 percent of the poverty threshold (i.e., between $34,058 and $68,115 for a family of four in
1999). High income is 400 percent of the poverty threshold or more.(i.e., $68,116 or more for a family of four in 1999). Very high income is
600 percent of the poverty threshold and over. (i.e., $102,174 or more for a family of four in 1999). [These income categories are similar to
those used in the Economic report of the President (1998). A similar approach is found in Hernandez, Donald J. (1993), America’s children: Resources
from_family, government, and the economy. New York: Russell Sage Foundation for the National Committee for research on the 1980 census,
except that Hernandez uses the relationship to median income to define his categories. The medium and high income categories are similar
for either method.]

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau, March Current Population Survey.

The Measurement of Poverty

The measurement of poverty used in this report is the official poverty measure used by the Census Bureau. A child is living below poverty
if the child lives in a family with before-tax cash income below a defined level of need, called the poverty line. The official poverty line in
use today was devised in the early 1960s based on the minimum cost of what was considered to be a nutritionally adequate diet. As
originally defined, the poverty index signified the inability of families to afford the basic necessities of living, based on the budget and
spending patterns of those Americans with an average standard of living. Since then, the poverty line has been updated annually for
inflation using the Consumer Price Index for all urban consumers. The poverty line depends on the size of the family and the number of
children in the family.

A 1995 report by the National Research Council! recommended changing the definition of both the poverty thresholds and the
resources that are used to measure poverty. Its recommendations included the following:

Defining income: On the one hand, the definition of family income should be expanded to include other important resources of
purchasing power, such as the earned income tax credit, food stamps, and housing subsidies. On the other hand, some necessary
expenditures that reduce a family’s resources available for basic consumption needs should be subtracted from income, such as
taxes, necessary child care and other work-related expenditures, child support payments, and out-of-pocket medical expenditures.

Setting a threshold: Poverty thresholds should be adjusted to provide a more accurate measure of family income requirements.
First, the consumption bundle used to derive thresholds should be based on food, clothing, and shelter, not food consumption
alone. Second, thresholds should reflect regional variations in housing costs. Third, thresholds should be adjusted for family size
in a more consistent way than is currently done. Finally, thresholds should be updated to reflect changes in expenditure patterns
over time.

A recent Census Bureau report? used key elements of the National Research Council proposal to estimate alternative poverty rates from
1990 to 1997. These estimates produced increases in child poverty from 1990 to 1993 similar to, and decreases in poverty from 1993 to
1997 somewhat larger than, those under the official measure. These changes reflect the fact that the new measure more completely
accounts for in-kind transfers, such as food stamps and housing benefits, and for work-related expenditures. As a result, the new measure
tends to decrease the relative poverty rate of children who are more likely to live in families that receive in-kind transfers, and to increase
the relative poverty rate of children living with employed low-income persons with higher work-related expenses.

! Citro, C.F., and Michael, R.T. (Eds.). (1995). Measuring poverty: A new approach. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

2U.S. Census Bureau. (1999). Experimental poverty measures: 1990-1997. Current Population Reports, Series P-60-205.
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Table ECON2 Secure parental employment: Percentage of children under age 18 living with at

least one parent employed full time® all year by family structure, race, Hispanic
origin, poverty status, and age, selected years 1980-99

Characteristic 1980 1985 1990 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

All children living with parent(s)®

Total 70 70 72 74 75 76 77 79
Race and Hispanic origin
White, non-Hispanic 75 77 79 81 82 82 84 84
Black, non-Hispanic 50 48 50 54 56 58 58 64
Hispanic® 59 55 60 61 64 67 68 71
Poverty status
Below poverty 21 20 22 25 25 26 31 31
At or above poverty 81 82 85 86 87 88 87 88
Age
Children under 6 67 67 68 69 71 72 74 76
Children ages 6-17 72 72 74 76 77 78 79 80

Children living in families maintained by two parents

Total 80 81 85 87 88 88 89 90
Race and Hispanic origin
White, non-Hispanic 81 83 86 89 90 91 91 91
Black, non-Hispanic 73 76 84 85 87 85 86 88
Hispanic® 71 70 74 77 79 80 82 83
Poverty status
Below poverty 38 37 44 46 48 48 56 52
At or above poverty 84 87 89 91 92 92 92 93
Age
Children under 6 76 79 83 86 87 87 88 89
Children ages 6-17 81 82 85 87 88 89 89 90
With both parents working 17 20 25 28 30 31 31 32

full time all year

Children living in families maintained by single mothers?

Total 33 32 33 38 39 41 44 47
Race and Hispanic origin
White, non-Hispanic 39 39 40 46 47 46 52 52
Black, non-Hispanic 28 25 27 33 35 39 39 46
Hispanic© 22 22 24 27 27 34 36 39
Poverty status
Below poverty 7 7 9 14 10 13 17 18
At or above poverty 59 59 60 61 64 66 66 66
Age
Children under 6 20 20 21 24 27 28 31 35
Children ages 6-17 38 37 40 45 45 47 50 52
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Table ECON2 (cont.)

Characteristic 1980 1985 1990 1995 1996 1997 1998

Children living in families maintained by single fathersd

Total 57 60 64 67 67 70 70
Race and Hispanic origin
White, non-Hispanic 61 62 68 72 69 72 72
Black, non-Hispanic 41 59 53 64 60 67 66
Hispanic® 53 53 59 58 66 68 69
Poverty status
Below poverty 15 23 21 24 30 29 34
At or above poverty 68 69 74 79 77 80 79
Age
Children under 6 48 57 58 54 61 62 65
Children ages 6-17 59 62 67 74 70 74 72

4 Full-time, all-year employment is defined as usually working full time (35 hours or more per week) for 50 to 52 weeks.

b Total children living with parent(s)
(in thousands) 60,683 61,264 63,351 68,090 68,275 68,408 68,814

Total living with relatives but not with parent(s)
(in thousands) 1,954 1,379 1,455 2,160 2,016 2,137 2,159

€ Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
9 Includes some families where both parents are present in the household, but living as unmarried partners.

SOURCE: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, March Current Population Survey.
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Table ECON3 Housing problems: Percentage of households with children under age 18 that

report housing problems by type of problem, selected years 1978-99
Household type 1978 1983 1989 1993 1995 1997 1999
All households with children
Number of households (in millions) 32.3 33.6 35.4 35.4 37.2 37.0 37.5

Percent with

Any problems 30 33 33 34 36 36 35
Inadequate housing® 9 8 9 7 7 7 7
Crowded housing 9 8 7 6 7 7 7
Cost burden greater than 30 percent 15 21 24 26 28 28 28
Cost burden greater than 50 percent 6 11 9 11 12 12 11

Severe problems 8 12 10 11 12 11 11

Very-low-income renter households with children®
Number of households (in millions) 4.2 5.1 5.9 6.6 6.5 6.4 6.2

Percent with

Any problems 79 83 77 75 77 82 80
Inadequate housing® 18 18 18 14 13 16 15
Crowded housing 22 18 17 14 17 17 17
Cost burden greater than 30 percent 59 68 67 67 69 73 70
Cost burden greater than 50 percent 31 38 36 38 38 41 37
Severe problems 33 42 31 33 31 32 29
Rental assistance 23 23 33 33 33 31 31

# Inadequate housing refers to housing with “moderate or severe physical problems.” The most common problems meeting the definition
are lacking complete plumbing for exclusive use, having unvented room heaters as the primary heating equipment, and multiple upkeep
problems such as water leakage, open cracks or holes, broken plaster, or signs of rats.

b Very-low-income households are those with incomes at or below one-half the median income in a geographic area.

NOTE: Data are available for 1978, 1983, 1989, 1993, 1995, 1997, and 1999 (1978 data based on 1970 Census weights; 1983 and 1989 data
on 1980 weights; 1993, 1995, and 1997 data on 1990 weights). Moderate or severe physical problems: See definition in Appendix A of the
American Housing Survey summary volume, American Housing Survey for the United States in 1999, Current Housing Reports, H150/99,
U.S. Census Bureau, 2000. Cost burden: Expenditures on housing and utilities are greater than 30 percent of reported income. Rental
assistance: Renters are either in a public housing project or have a subsidy (i.e., pay a lower rent because a federal, state, or local
government program pays part of the cost of construction, mortgage, or operating expenses). Severe problems: Cost burden is greater
than 50 percent of income or severe physical problems among those not reporting housing assistance. Because of questionnaire changes,
1997 and 1999 data on assisted families, priority problems, and severe physical problems are not comparable to earlier data. See Office of
Policy Development and Research, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. (1998). Rental housing assistance—the crisis
continues: The 1997 report to Congress on worst case housing needs. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Annual Housing Survey and American
Housing Survey. Tabulated by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
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Table ECON4.A Food security: Percentage of children under age 18 in households experiencing

food insecurity by level of hunger and poverty status, selected years 1995-99

Characteristic 1995 1998 1999

All children

Food insecure without hunger 13.3 15.0 13.1

Food insecure with moderate or severe hunger 6.1 4.7 3.8
Food insecure with moderate hunger 5.1 4.0 3.3
Food insecure with severe hunger 1.0 0.7 0.5

Below poverty

Food insecure without hunger 28.7 34.5 32.2
Food insecure with moderate or severe hunger 15.6 14.2 11.8
Food insecure with moderate hunger 12.9 11.8 10.2
Food insecure with severe hunger 2.8 2.4 1.6

At or above poverty

Food insecure without hunger 8.2 10.3 8.7
Food insecure with moderate or severe hunger 3.0 2.3 1.9
Food insecure with moderate hunger 2.7 1.9 1.6
Food insecure with severe hunger 0.4 0.4 0.3

NOTE: The Food Security Scale, ECON4.A, the percentage of children under age 18 in households experiencing food insecurity with
moderate to severe hunger, is based on the food security scale derived 